SERVICING & MECHANICAL REPAIR
1. Lifting equipment - safety features; marking; proper use; maintenance and inspection/examination. A summary of the statutory examination of lifting equipment is as follows:-

	Plant
	Test & Thorough Examination Prior to Use
	Certificate of Test & Examination 
	Periodic Thorough Examination

	Chains, ropes & lifting tackle
	YES (except for fibre rope and fibre rope sling)
	YES, specifying safe working load 
	At least every 6 months

	Hoists & Lifts
	NO
	NO
	At least every 6 months if used to lift people (12 months if not), or in accordance with a scheme drawn up by a competent person.

	Cranes and other lifting machines
	YES
	YES
	specifying safe working loadAt least every 14 months


2. Electrical Safety

(a) Fixed electrical system - siting of switchgear; protective devices; labelling of switches; protection of wiring; to be 1m above floor level; lighting; periodic inspection (5 yearly recommended)

(b) Handlamps - ‘all-insulated’ or ‘double insulated’; robust; low voltage; not to be used in inspection pits or paint spraying areas unless protected against ignition of highly flammable liquids.

(c) Portable electrical tools - industrial type plugs and sockets; suitable construction of wiring/cabling; reduced voltage (but note: this doesn’t protect against petrol ignition); maintenance (competent person, appropriate frequency, records to be kept)

3. Compressed Air –a written scheme of examination required for air receivers etc.; regular examination by competent person; dangers of ‘horseplay’.

4. Vehicle inspection pits - suitable electrical equipment (potentially explosive atmosphere); fencing/ boarding of pit when not in use; lighting and marking of edges; restriction of access; smoking prohibition.

5. Petrol fires - any necessary removal of petrol to be done preferably in the open air, with battery disconnected and possible sources of ignition removed; use of a fuel retriever to minimise spillage; no hot work on tank.

6. Brake and clutch linings - potential hazard from asbestos containing products; suitable precautions required and safe systems of work.  No cleaning out with compressed air.

7. Wheels and tyres - hazards from over inflation, friction burns and welding of wheels (Look at Tyre and Exhaust Fitting).

8. Batteries and chargers - (Look at Battery Charging).

9. Used engine oils - potential for dermatitis and skin disorders including cancer; avoid contact; use of protective clothing, good personal hygiene (Look at Carcinogens).
10. Engine running -recommendation that exhaust extraction equipment is used to prevent exposure to hazardous substances in poorly ventilated areas.

11. Rolling roads/brake testing - ‘dead mans’ controls; access controlled guarding; maintenance and safe system of working.

12. Vehicle valeting - hazardous substances (toxic/ flammable solvents); COSHH assessment; ventilation; protective clothing.

13. Steam and water pressure cleaners -reduced voltage; fixed cabling where possible; earth continuity/use of RCD’s; maintenance, testing and repair procedures and documentation; eye protection.

