	REF  1

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SAFE USE OF
MOBILE GANTRIES
 

Hire Mobile Gantries
 

This Document is issued in accordance with LOLER Regulations 1998. It outlines the care and safe use of Wire Rope Slings and is based on section 17 of the LEEA Code of Practice for the safe use of Lifting Equipment. It should be read in conjunction with the requirements for General purpose slinging practice given below which forms an integral part of these instructions.
The information is of a general nature, only covering the main points on the safe use of wire rope slings. It may be necessary to supplement this information for specific applications.
 

DO:
· Store and handle mobile gantries correctly. 

· Inspect the gantry, block and accessories before use and before placing into storage. 

· Ensure the surface on which the gantry is placed is level, even and capable of taking the imposed loads. 

· Position the gantry so that the lifting appliance is directly over the load. 

· Where fitted apply brakes, parking jacks and wheel locks before attempting to raise the load. 

· Disconnect power supplies etc. before attempting to move the gantry to a new position.
DO NOT:
· Attempt to move a gantry whilst under load. 

· Use a vehicle, winch etc. to tow a gantry. 

· Allow the load to swing unduly or in an uncontrollable manner. 

· Rotate loads unless the centre of gravity will remain under the centre line of the beam. 

· Allow personnel to pass under a suspended load. 

· Place ladders or climb on unrestrained gantries.
SELECTING THE CORRECT GANTRY
Mobile gantries are available in a range of capacities, sizes and design options. Select the gantry to be used and plan the lift, taking the following into account:
· Type of Gantry – Goal post, ‘A’ Frame, Fold away, Adjustable height, self erecting. 

· Capacity – Runway height and length. 

· Type of bracing – internal, external, boxed or spliced. 

· Type of block and trolley to be used. 

· The need for brakes, wheel locks or parking jacks.
STORING AND HANDLING MOBILE GANTRIES
Never return damaged gantries to storage. They should be clean, dry and protected from corrosion.
Gantries left erected for storage should be positioned so as not to present a hazard to persons, goods, vehicles etc. that may be in the area. Where fitted, jacks should be used to take the weight off castors and prevent movement, otherwise brakes applied or other steps taken to restrain the gantry.
Gantries which are dismantled for storage should be packed and stored in such a way that all the components and structural members are kept together, safe from loss or incorrect substitution.
 

INSTALLING AND COMMISSIONING
Follow the specific instructions for erection issued by the supplier as these will vary with design. Never force or hammer bolts, locking pins etc. into place. Damage or lost bolts, nuts, washers etc. must only be replaced with identical items of the same grade and size. Never place ladders or climb on unrestrained gantries.
 

USING MOBILE GANTRIES SAFELY
Do not use defective gantries, blocks or accessories.  Inspect the gantry to ensure it is correctly erected and that all bolts, pins etc. are correctly in place.
Position the gantry carefully aligning the runway track with the direction of load travel. The block hook must be directly over the centre of gravity of the load.  The standing area must be level and capable of taking the imposed loads.  Where necessary, use floor plates to achieve this.  Caution must be exercised to avoid hidden dangers such as buried cables, pipes etc.
Ensure the gantry remains stable during lifting operations. If fitted, jacks should be in contact with the floor, brakes applied or wheel locks in position.
Do not attempt to move a Gantry whilst under load.
Avoid swinging loads. The centre of gravity of the load should always be under the runway centre line.
Ensure power supply leads etc. are disconnected before moving the gantry to a new position.
 

IN SERVICE INSPECION AND MAINTENANCE
The maintenance requirements may be combined with those of the lifting appliance.  Bearings and screw jacks should be lubricated. The running surface of the track should be clean and free of any debris etc.
Regularly inspect the gantry and in the event of the following defects refer the gantry to a competent person for thorough examination:
· Structural defects 

· Damaged, distorted or cracked welds 

· Loose or missing bolts, locking pins etc. 

· Damaged or missing runway end stops 

· Any other visible defects




